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H
on. Minister of Ed-
ucation, Professor 
G.L. Peiris said that 
the Genral Certifi-

cate of Education (Ordinary 
Level) Examination will com-
mence on March 01st and will 
be conducted for nine days 
and there are six hundred and 
twenty two thousand (622,000) 
candidates are scheduled to 
sit the examination this time.

He also said that all provi-
sions regarding the conduct 
of the examination amidst 
Covid pandemic situation 
have been set and if any of the 
students sitting the examina-
tion is found to be contracted 
with the virus, as a precaution 
two examination centres have 
been set up in every district 
cope with the situation.

He also pointed out 
that the examination will be 
held this year in 4,513 centres 
island-wide and funds more 
than 50 million have been pro-
vided in provincial level to set 
up the additional examina-
tion centres and that he had 
contacted with each Director 
of Education in the provinces 
online and by that informa-
tion regarding the conduct 
of examination was obtained 
and accordingly everything is 
planned to conduct the exami-
nation under a complete pro-
gramme.

Steps have been taken to 

guarantee the full health secu-
rity of the students obtaining 
the advice of the Public health 
Inspectors and Medical Of-
ficers of Health of the region 
and discussions were held 
with the Department of Sri 
Lanka Railways and the Road 
Passenger Transport Author-
ity regarding the transport 
activities during the period 
of examination and they have 
already set up a special pro-
gramme for the transport of 
students for examinations, the 
minister pointed out.

If there happen to be any 

unfavouable climatic condi-
tion in any area , Sri Lanka 
Navy and the security forces 
are kept in alert to transport 

the students to the examina-
tion centres and that the par-
ents could be satisfied with 
the programmes set up by 
the government regarding the 
conduct of the examination, 
sad the minister.

Further, he said that the 
full attention of the Minis-
try of Education is focused 
on continuing the education 
of the children continuously 
without any interruption and 
although the children had to 
face the examination after a 
delay, it is the intention of the 

Ministry of Education to re-
lease the examination results 
in June so that the students 
can be admitted to the Ad-
vanced Level classes in July.

Secretary to the Minis-
try of Education, Professor 
Kapila Perera, Commissioner 
General of Examination San-
ath Pujitha, Media Secretary 
of the Ministry of Education 
Buddhika Wickremadara and 
many people were present 
while all the provincial Direc-
tors of Education were avail-
able online.

“Everything is ready to conduct 
GCE (O/L) Examination 
guaranteeing health security”
– Minister of Education, Professor G.L. Peiris

If you’re a quick thinker, you 
pick up new information and 
ideas easily and ‘process’ that in-
formation swiftly.

For example, a colleague 
gives you a business plan or pro-
posal to review and by skimming 
the document, you’re able to rap-
idly extract the essential issues 
and questions at hand.

Similarly, when reading a 
case in business school, you 
could pull out the relevant in-
formation promptly. You weren’t 
distracted by or bogged down in 
facts and figures that may be in-
teresting but that aren’t relevant 
to the core issue.

Or perhaps you’ve just given 
a presentation, and members of 
your audience ask probing ques-
tions afterward or disagree with 
some of your ideas. You quickly 
weigh their input and respond 
with appropriate answers.

Clearly, quick thinking is a 
valuable ability in a world where 
the pace of change continues to 
accelerate. How can you develop 
this key skill? Consider these sug-
gestions:

Read a book on the subject. 
Potential useful titles include 
Quick Thinking on Your Feet by 
Valerie Pierce, Quick Wits: A 
Compendium of Critical Think-
ing Skills Activities by Marlene 
Caroselli, and Blink: The Power 
of Thinking Without Thinking by 
Malcolm Gladwell.

Take an online learning 
course on the subject. Examples 
include the ‘General Thinking 
Skills’ modules offered through 
www.edwdebono.com. Your 
company may have purchased a 
site license for such e-learning 
programs. Or, you may be able to 
buy a CD containing modules of 
interest as well as participate in 
them online or download them 
from the developer. Some devel-
opers charge a fee for participa-
tion in the courses they offer; 
others offer modules for free.

Consult an expert. Find 
someone who you view as par-
ticularly good at thinking quickly. 
Ask this person how he or she has 
strengthened this ability.

Attend a workshop or a 
Course on the subject. Your com-
pany may offer such learning 
opportunities or may be willing 
to reimburse your tuition fees if 
you take such a course through 
another organization. Local Uni-

versity extension programs, as 
well as continuing education 
programs, may offer such Work-
shops and Courses.

Practice ‘speed thinking’. 
Whenever you’re mulling over 
a proposal or other situation in 
which you have to evaluate a lot 
of information, work to cut to the 
heart of a matter. Try not to be 
distracted by or bogged down in 
facts and figures that aren’t rel-
evant to the issue at hand. Force 
yourself to quickly zero in on the 
key issues and to draw conclu-
sions about what should be done 
- even if you feel you need more 
time. Then jot your ideas down 
on paper. Next, re-evaluate the 
situation at your usual pace, and 
see if you arrived at similar ideas 
this time around. Once you get 
better at this, try to go even faster.

Remember Pareto’s Principle 
(also known as the ‘80-20 rule’). 
This rule says that in anything, 
a few (20%) of the people, facts, 
analyses, etc. involved are vital, 
and many more (80%) are irrel-
evant. As you consider new ideas, 
discipline yourself to look for the 
few gold nuggets and to sort them 
out from the sand and gravel, 
then draw your conclusions with-
out sifting through the remaining 
80%.

Practice ‘thinking on your 
feet’. Create a short presentation 
on a topic that interests you, then 
practice delivering your talk to a 
trusted friend or colleague. Ask 
your ‘audience’ to push you by 
posing questions and challenging 
your facts or ideas. Don’t worry 
about messing up - the idea is to 
practice these skills in a safe en-
vironment and get more comfort-
able, not to act perfectly.

Join a Public-Speaking Club. 
Some people are afraid that 
they’ll get flustered and lose 
their train of thought in situa-
tions where they have to think 
on their feet. To overcome this 
fear, consider joining Toastmas-
ters International, a network of 
Public-Speaking Clubs that offer 
excellent opportunities to prac-
tice thinking on your feet and re-
sponding quickly.

Strengthening your ability 
to think quickly takes practice - 
especially if you have a slower, 
more deliberate cognitive style. 
But the above suggestions can be 
an excellent starting point for en-
hancing this important skill.

Strengthening 
Your Quick 
Thinking ability

STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO GUARANTEE 

THE FULL HEALTH SECURITY OF THE STUDENTS 

OBTAINING THE ADVICE OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

INSPECTORS AND MEDICAL OFFICERS OF 

HEALTH OF THE REGION

UNIVERSITY OF 

SRI JAYEWARDENEPURA

Faculty of Management Studies 
and Commerce

Enrollment of New Students - 

2019/2020 Student Intake

Online enrollment of new students selected to the 

Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce 

of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura will 

commence from 22.02.2021 to 04.03.2021.

Students are advised to visit the University 

website www.sjp.ac.lk and complete their 

enrollments before 04.03.2021 through the 

Student Enrollment link as per the instructions 

given therein.

Registrar,

University of Sri Jayewardenepura.

23.02.2021 

UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO

FACULTY OF EDUCATION

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 

EDUCATION (TEACHING OF ENGLISH 

AS A SECOND LANGUAGE) 

FULL TIME COURSE - 2021/2022

Applications will be entertained from Graduate Teachers of 

Government Private/Assisted Schools, Pirivenas and other 

Educational Institutes for the above course.

Applicants should possess:

 a.  A Bachelor's degree including a minimum of 30 

credits for the course units of English Language 

and/or Literature from a University/Instituion 

recognized by the UGC.

 b.  A Bachelor's degree with a minimum three years of 

work experience in the fi eld of English education.

 c.  Completion of NVQ Level 7 (equivalent to Bachelor's 

degree in SLQF) with relevant work experience as 

determined by the Faculty Board of the Faculty of 

Education and Senate of the University of Colombo.

Age   :  Applicants should be below 50 

years of age on 31st March 2021.

Course Content :  Core areas in the Theory & Practice 

of Teaching of English as a Second 

Language.

Duration : One year

Course Fee : Rs. 70,000/-

Selection Procedure :  Language Profi ciency Test and/or 

Interview   

Applications :  Application forms may be 

obtained online from the Faculty 

of Education website: http://edu.

cmb.ac.lk

     Completed application forms 

together with a receipt for Rs. 

1,000/- paid to the University 

of Colombo Account No. 

206150300001 at any branch of 

the People's Bank should be sent 

under registered post to the Senior 

Assistant Registrar, Faculty 

of Education, University of 

Colombo, Colombo 03 along with 

a self-addressed stamped envelope 

(22x10 cm in size) to the value of 

Rs. 50/-

     Name of the course should be 

written on the top left-hand 

corner of the envelope.

Last date for receiving 

completed application forms : 31st March 2021.

Registrar,

University of Colombo.

      

(age to be 5 yrs. by 31.01.2022)

Applications can be downloaded from the College website: 

     www.hillwoodcollege.com from 08.03.2021 to 19.03.2021. 

Applications are also available at the College Bookshop from 15.03.2021 to 

19.03.2021 between 8.00 a.m. & 2.00 p.m. on submission of the original birth 

certifi cate of the child. 

Cost of an Application: Rs. 1,000/=. 

Completed applications must reach the offi ce on or before 3rd April, 2021. 

Principal

Hillwood College, Kandy

Tel: 081 2214 214/ Fax: 081-223 4498

E-mail: hillwood@sltnet.lk 

NEW ADMISSIONS 

FOR GRADE 01 - 2022

Masters of Science

UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO, SRI LANKA

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

Applications are invited for the following Masters of Science Degrees 

commencing in June 2021.

  Analytical Chemistry

  Applied Organic Chemistry

Duration: 18-24 months

Composition of the Course

  Part I: Lectures and Laboratory sessions [on Fridays (5 -7 p.m.), 

 Saturdays (8 am - 6 pm) & some Sundays]

 Part II: Research project of three months duration (full time)

Course fee:  M.Sc in Analytical Chemistry- Rs 220,000/= (Part I only)

  (Application fee code: 314024000006)

   M.Sc in Applied Organic Chemistry - Rs 220,000/= (Part I only)

  (Application fee code: 314024100005)

Eligibility: The graduates who offered Chemistry as a subject for their B.Sc. 

Degree are eligible to apply. The selection will be on the basis of an interview 

& placement test .

Application Procedure: 

Application forms and course brochure can be obtained in person or by 

sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to Assistant Registrar, Academic 

and Publications Branch, University of Colombo, 94, Cumaratunga Munidasa 

Mawatha, Colombo 03 or visiting science. cmb.ac.lk/ departments / chemistry

Duly completed application form together with a paying-in-voucher 

for Rs. 1,500/- paid to the credit of the University of Colombo, with the 

application fee code (as the A/C No) at the Thimbirigasyaya Branch of the 

People's Bank (payment can be made at any branch) should be sent to the 

Assistant Registrar, Academic and Publications, University of Colombo, 94, 

Cumaratunga Munidasa Mawatha, Colombo 03 under Registered Cover on or 

before 23rd April 2021

Registrar,

University of Colombo,

Colombo 03
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